colour photographs (in their enthusiasm for this very worthwhile modem teaching aid, two have been duplicated) in a textbook priced at only 63 shillings.
In addition to the 32 chapters dealing with individual infectious diseases, there are informative chapters on the host-parasite relationship, rashes, chemotherapy, immunization, control of infection in hospital, sterilization and disinfection, pyrexia of undetermined origin, laboratory investigation and public health law. All are good and well worth including, although some of the preventive medicine aspects give the impression that they may have been written from a background of theory rather than practice.
It was a happy thought to include an appendix giving a list of all Public Health Laboratories in England and Wales and this, together with a foreword of strong commendation by Dr J W Howie, Director of that Service, serves to emphasize the important role of the Public Health Laboratory Service in the control of infectious disease today.
This book could be read with great profit by all clinical students and should be on the bookshelf of all postgraduates working in any field where the infectious diseases are of importance, and this means most doctors. It is confidently prophesied that this book will quickly come to be accepted as the standard textbook on the infectious diseases in this country. J F WARIN Existential Child Therapy edited by Clark Moustakas pp xii+254 45s New York & London: Basic Books 1966 It is difficult in the restricted space available to do justice to the wide range of techniques used by the ten different therapists who describe their methods in this book. Separate chapters by the different authors describe individual cases well chosen to illustrate the best use of what is called the vital 'existential moment'. This 'existential moment' is allotted a full introductory chapter written by Clark Moustakas himself. He also describes the first case and sets the fashion which follows throughout the book of retaining portions of the actual dialogue and commentary used. Some of of the encounters described between therapist and patient sound as though perhaps objective observation has become sometimes a little blurred by emotional involvement of the therapist. This is, however, a very sensitive work which appears to have been done with complete integrity. Interspersed between case material throughout the book there are instructive and helpful observations by the different authors on their individual philosophy. For instance, this from Dorothy W Baruch: 'There should not be the need for children to bury feelings and fantasies that breed troubles when unaired. There should be more earnest and knowledgeable attention, more hearing, more understanding that goes forth at a quiet pace to meet our children's feelings'; and another example from Hanna Colm: 'Any child, if he is to grow up, must learn to cope with temporary rejection and learn to experience it as a steppingstone toward learning and growth.' Time spent on reading this book is well worth- SLivingstone 1967 This is a collection of essays falling roughly into three groups. The first is about those aspects of medicine that have important ethical implications, such as public health, abortion and clinical research. The problems involved are discussed in a way familiar to British readers because the common heritage of Western Europe is in the main Christian, and this has influenced our way of thinking, whatever individual beliefs may be. At sometime or other the man in the street may be suddenly obliged to think very hard about one or other of the topics discussed and as likely as not he will turn to his family doctor for guidance. This is what makes this book useful. The second group is occupied with the question of responsibility. Are we, au fond, automata pursuing courses that would be predictable if our methods of analysis of genetic, biochemical, environmental and other factors were more delicate and complete? Or is there an element of freewill with which, according to Jew and Christian alike, Man is endowed by God? This has a bearing on the practical considerations in the first group.
Lastly there are essays in which the Christian approach (the sub-title) is dominant. Two of the writers believe that the victims of addiction to alcohol or drugs, and those who attempt suicide are particularly in need of spiritual aid. The average church community, wrapped up in its own respectability, is not much use; the minister of religion and his lay helpers, the Christian physician and (may a reviewer add) the Salvation Army, may succeed where others fail. A distinguished physician who has become a vicar and a hospital chaplain writes well on the meeting points of church and medicine, though he devotes half his essay to discussing miracles of healing. The chapter on the preservation of life is hard going; the subject is difficult and deserves a more felicitous exposition.
We have been learning with painful slowness that our responsibilities are much wider than we
